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by this time notorious, and the sudden resignation of the latter
brought matters to a climax.    The question of munitions was
also at this moment at an acute stage, and the newspapers
controlled by Lord Northcliffe were attacking Lord Kitchener
with great violence and charging the Government with neglect
and   supineness.     The   leaders   of the   Opposition,   Lord
Lansdowne and Mr. Bonar Law, said, not unreasonably, that
they would be obliged to raise the question of the Dardanelles
in Parliament, unless they were satisfied that everything possible
was being done to meet the emergency, and it was certain that
if criticism started again on party lines it* would not be limited
fn one subject.   Asquith judged that the Opposition leaders
—u' be satisfied, and parliamentary and national unity
'f thev were invited to join die Government and
bility.   In fact he thought their demand
The Liberal party thus stepped down
h it had filled for nearly ten years as the
.„ country, and gave way to the first War
was formed in the last fortnight of May,
I Prime Minister, and it was acknowledged **e else had the authority or the skill in managing ne occasion demanded.    He retained the more f his Liberal colleagues, but he now had in his Bonar Law, Lord Lansdowne, Lord Curzon, Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Sir Edward Carson and Lord Selborne, and though Mr. Churchill remained ia the Cabinet as Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, Mr. Balfour succeeded him as Krst Lord of the Admiralty.
TFfaere was at least one serious difficulty in the formation OK dvfeGovernment, and that was the insistence of the Unionists of Lord Haldane, who had done more than organize the country for war, and to prepare Force which had  played  a  supremely &e first phase of die war.   What is now l^re been a 'serious injustice can only be °£ war.    Lord Haldane had smpcicm of being a " pro-German " Of «cfcao^4^:iB debt in Hs philosophic *» S*^                               Inkers, Sid helad
